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LETTERS  OF  JOHN  EUST  EATON. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  but  little  can  be  ascer- 
tained of  John  Rust  Eaton  whose  letters  are  here  published. 
He  was  the  son  of  Colonel  Charles  Rust  Eaton,  of  North 
Carolina,  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  His  own  title  of  major 
was  probably  of  militia  origin  for  titles  "by  courtesy"  had 
not  then  become  the  fashion.  He  probably  was  educated  at 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  certainly  in  Philadel- 
phia. He  lived  in  Granville  county  on  a  large  estate,  where 
he  was  a  successful  farmer.  He  was  a  lover  of  horses  and 
one  of  the  earliest  patrons  of  the  turf  in  the  State.  He  had 
many  fine  horses  in  his  stud,  one,  an  imported  stallion  named 
Columbus,  bringing  $10,000  at  the  sale  which  followed 
Eaton's  death. 

Mr.  Eaton,  like  most  of  his  contemporaries,  was  interested 
in  politics,  but  he  took  but  little  active  part  so  far  as  holding 
office  is  concerned.  He  served  three  terms,  1801,  1802  and 
1812,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  where  he  was  an  active 
member  though  not  a  leader.  One  or  two  of  his  votes  are 
interesting.  In  the  session  of  1801  he  voted  against  the 
division  of  Rowan  county  and  against  a  constitutional  con- 
vention, thus  showing  his  sympathy  with  the  East.  At  the 
same  session  he  voted  for  a  law  prohibiting  the  further  im- 
portation of  slaves  into  the  State.  In  1812  the  Legislature 
passed  an  act  providing  for  the  electors  for  President  and 
Vice-President  should  be  chosen  on  a  general  ticket.  This 
action  met  with  vigorous  opposition  and  many  grand  juries 
protested.  Eaton  on  the  opening  day  of  the  session  proposed 
a  resolution  calling  for  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  providing  that  electors  should  be  chosen 
uniformly  by  district  throughout  the  United  States,  but  to 
offset  the  advantage  gained  by  political  opponents  in  other 
states  he  voted  the  next  day  for  a  bill  providing  for  their 
choice  by  a  general  ticket. 
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The  letters  here  printed  have  been  in  the  possession  of  the 
North  Carolina  Historical  Society  for  many  years.  They 
are  not  of  first  importance,  but  are  characteristic  of  the  time 
and  throw  light  upon  the  feelings  and  sentiments  of  the 
writers,  four  of  whom  were  men  of  reputation:  Benjamin 
Williams  in  North  Carolina,  and  ISTathaniel  Macon,  William 
H.  Winder  and  James  Winchester  in  the  nation,  Eaton's 
intimacy  with  them  speaks  well  for  his  ability  and  character. 

W.  H.  Winder  to  John  R.  Eaton.'' 

Nanticoke,  January  18th  1794 
Deae  Friend 

At  length  the  long  expected  gratification  has  arriven.  I 
have  received  and  read  your  welcome  epistle ;  and  whilst  my 
heart  throbs  with  the  quick  pulsations  of  friendship  let  me 
take  up  my  pen  and  scrawl  the  effusions  of  my  fraternal  sym- 
pathy toward  you  in  the  unpolished  yet  sincere  expressions 
of  my  soul. 

The  converse  of  two  persons  linked  together  by  the  sacred 
bonds  of  friendship  stands,  in  my  opinion,  unrivalled  in  the 
list  of  human  pleasures.  The  extatic  transports  of  a  rewarded 
lover  cease  to  exist  almost  before  they  are  enjoyed;  and  the 
indiscriminate  indulgence  of  a  debauchee  will  quickly  cloy 

*  William  H.  Winder  was  born  in  Somerset  County,  Maryland,  on 
February  18,  1775.  Educated  at  tbe  University  of  Pennsylvania,  he 
later  studied  law  and  went  to  Nashville,  Tennessee,  with  the  idea  of 
settling  there,  but  the  inducements  not  encouraging  him,  he  returned 
to  Maryland,  where  he  became  prominent  in  his  profession  and  in 
politics.  He  was  an  ardent  Federalist,  and  in  1811  was  the  unsuc- 
cessful candidate  for  Congress  from  the  Baltimore  District.  When 
the  War  of  1812  was  imminent,  he  volunteered  and  in  March,  1812, 
was  commissioned  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Fourteenth  U.  S.  Infan- 
try. July  6,  he  became  colonel  and  saw  active  service.  At  the  battle 
of  Stony  Creek,  in  1813,  he  was  captured  by  the  British.  After  ex- 
change he  was  appointed  adjutant-general  and  was  placed  in  com- 
mand of  the  Tenth  JMilitary  District.  He  was  harshly  criticised  for 
the  defeat  at  Bladensburg  and  the  capture  of  Washington,  but  the 
court  martial  ordered  soon  after  commended  him  very  highly  for  his 
efforts.  He  retired  in  June.  181-5.  Later,  he  was  twice  a  member  of 
the  State  Senate.  He  was  a  devoted  Mason,  and  in  1814  was  chosen 
Grand  Master  of  Maiyland.  Few  men  of  his  State  have  been  so  be- 
loved by  his  contemporaries  and  he  numbered  among  his  intimates 
such  men  as  William  Fickney,  William  Wirt,  and  Luther  Martin. 
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the  most  voracious  appetite.  But  tis  friendship  alone,  next 
to  friendship  mixed  with  love,  that  produces  pleasures  which 
neither  the  ups  nor  downs,  the  elevations  nor  depressions, 
nor  all  the  whimsicality  of  fortune,  no,  nor  aught  but  death, 
all  potent  death,  can  check,  or  destroy — Such  is  the  solid 
bliss  that  flows  from  heavenly  friendship,  and  such  the  pleas- 
ures that  I  promise  myself  in  your  correspondence — Yes  my 
friend  seriously  speaking  if  in  you  I  could  find  a  Pylades  in 
me  you'd  find  another  Orestes — But  away  with  protestations, 
and  let  my  conduct,  the  most  genuine  touchstone  of  intention, 
be  the  criterion  by  which  I  am  judged. 

Your  friendly  solicitation  for  me  to  go  and  practice  in 
Carolina  is  by  no  means  contradictory  to  my  present  expec- 
tations. Tho  any  determination  of  that  kind  must  be  gov- 
erned by  the  face  of  circumstances  when  I  come  forward  to 
the  bar.  There  are  some  particular  circumstances  which  I 
have  in  contemplation  upon  the  happening  or  not  hapj)ening 
of  which  I  shall  be  principally  if  not  altogether  governed. 
They  are  subjects  rather  of  too  delicate  a  nature  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  letter  of  so  uncertain  a  conveyance  as  I  expect  this 
will  have,  otherwise  I  would  with  pleasure  subject  them  to 
the  inspection  of  friendship. 

The  present  session  of  congress  must,  I  think,  from  our 
situation  produce  something  of  importance.  We  have  negoti- 
ations of  several  different  kinds  now  on  hand  with  Brittain, 
the  event  of  which  will  considerably  effect  the  U.  S.  Par- 
ticularly with  respect  to  those  northern  posts  of  ours  which 
they  now  have  in  their  possession.  A  delivery  of  those  will 
throw  the  fur  trade  of  all  the  back  countries  into  our  hands. 
A  detention  of  them  must  I  suppose  in  the  nature  of  things 
produce  a  rupture.  The  plea  which  they  have  hitherto  made 
use  of  for  detaining  them  being  anihilated  they  must  either 
deliver  them  or  do  what  is  equivalent  to  an  absolute  denial 
to  release  them. 

I  hope  the  conduct  of  our  government  has  been  such  to  the 
French  minister,  as  that  our  gallant  ally  can  make  no  objec- 
tion to  it. 
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IS^egotiations  with  Spain  concerning  the  l^avigation  of  the 
Mississippi  are,  likewise,  I  believe,  on  foot,  the  issue  of 
which  will,  I  suppose,  be  known  this  session.  I  hope  we  may 
not  be  involved,  yet  at  the  same  time  I  trust  we  shall  not  act 
inconsistently  with  the  honor  due  us  as  a  Nation. 

I  have  the  pleasure  my  friend  to  tell  you  that  as  yet  I 
have  not  heard  that  the  late  affliction  of  Philadelphia  has 
wafted  any  acquaintance  either  of  yours  or  mine  to  their 
eternal  abode,  and  I  hope  no  such  unwelcome  news  will  ever 
arrive. 

The  dialogue  between  Damon  and  Delia  you  have  not,  I 
suppose,  forgotten.  Richmond  now  contains  Damon,  and 
Petersburg,  at  the  distance  only  of  a  few  trifling  miles,  con- 
tains the  charming  Delia.  A  change  from  a  collegian  to  a 
student  of  law  and  her  subsequent  reflection  may  have  pro- 
duced an  alteration  highly  favorable  to  Damon;  besides  that 
your  increased  experience  in  gallantry  since  that  period,  has 
better  initiated  you  in  to  the  principles  of  cupidrial  sieges — 
But  you  knock  this  banter  plump  in  the  head  by  a  declaration 
which  you  have  made  in  your  favour  respecting  a  rose  of 
exquisite  beauty  which  the  groves  of  Carolina  contain  and 
that  rugged  mountain  which  you  complain  of  as  separating 
your  communicative  organs  will  quickly  be  reduced  to  the 
insig-nificant  magnitude  of  a  mole  hill  by  your  rapid  strides 
to  the  utmost  altitude  of  towering  Study.  But  take  care 
that  in  your  toilsome  journey  up  this  rugged  mount  you  do 
not  meet  with  Delia  and  be  again  precipitated  to  the  lowest 
abyss  of  the  valley  of  love.  But  the  limits  of  my  paper  advise 
that  I  have  not  much  more  space  to  joke  in  and  with  wishing 
that  you  may  avoid  this  fascinating  snare  I  will  divert  your 
attention  to  something  else. 

A  few  days  before  I  received  your  favor  I  had  a  letter 
from  our  worthy  friend  Miss  Jane;  she  is  quite  well  as  well 
as  is  also  the  old  lady.  When  I  write  to  her  you  shall  not  be 
forgotten. 
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I  concur  with  you  in  thinking  that  our  chance  of  meeting 
in  the  Western  country  is  small.  I  would  with  pleasure  ride 
to  Carolina  to  see  you  altho  I  did  not  mean  to  fix  my  habita- 
tion there ;  yet  as  it  is  probable  you  will  frequently  be  going 
to  Philadelphia  to  stop  at  my  humble  dwelling  will  be  nothing 
out  of  your  way.  There  you  will  find  a  heart  that  will  wel- 
come you  with  all  the  endearments  of  friendship  &  [word 
missingi  you  to  depart  but  in  the  greatest  depth  of  sorrow. 
If  you  go  upwards  shortly  call  upon  me,  if  not  as  you  go  at 
least  as  you  return.  I  would  advise  you  to  the  latter  because 
you  may  get  an  immediate  passage  almost  from  there  and 
instead  of  being  a  circuitous  passage  it  will  be  much  more 
direct  than  any  other  you  can  pursue.  In  the  hopes  of  being 
gratified  in  this  my  most  ardent  wish 

I  subscribe  myself  your  unalterable  friend 

W.  H.  Winder 
N.B.     The  enclosed  expects  a  speedy  conveyance  to  Delia. 


John  R.  Eaton  to  Charles  R.  Eaton. 

EiCHMOND  May  14th  1794. 
Dr  Father. 

By  a  late  letter  which  came  to  hand  from  the  IsTorthward. 
Colo.  B.H.  author,  you  may  rely  on  it,  that  western  lands 
are  of  little  value.  The  hopes  of  peace  are  very  sanguine — 
John  Jay  is  appointed  Envoy  Extraordinary  to  the  Court  of 
London ;  his  orders  are,  to  demand  immediate  restitution  for 
our  captured  Vessels,  and  the  delivery  of  the  Posts :  if  this 
be  complied  with,  we  may  have  peace  &  its  blessings  but  other- 
wise England  must  be  ruined !  France  single  and  alone  con- 
tends with  combined  Europe,  and  v^ith  almost  universal  suc- 
cess— There  has  been  a  motion  made  in  the  British  house  of 
Parliament  for  peace  with  France,  but  it  was  negatived. 
Mr.  Fox,  Sheridan,  Landsdowne  and  fifty  nine  others,  were 
in  favor  of  the  motion,  and  displayed  in  the  debate  much 
spirit,  wisdom  &  moderation.     They  all  lavish  encomiums 
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on  this  Country  &  its  Government;  But  unless  they  make 
restitution  we  can  not  be  deluded  into  a  dishonorable  peace, 
by  deceitful  praise — 

I  believe  England  is  infatuated  and  that  she  is  bound  for 
the  coast  of  infamy  &  total  wreck — The  French  have  been 
very  successful  in  cruzing  on  the  E.  India  coast,  taking 
from  the  English  68  valuable  prizes — and  in  every  other 
part  they  are  equally  triumphant.  They  take  vessels  in  sight 
of  the  British  Harbors — George  trembles  on  his  throne  and 
his  hirelings  uphold  the  War  for  a  while,  with  the  Wealth 
of  the  injured  ISTation — The  people  are  driven  to  despair, 
destitute  of  labor  and  food !  They  must  soon  revenge  them- 
selves— The  combined  powers  are  making  great  preperations 
for  this  campa.  and  this  will  be  the  last.  Seven  hundred 
thousand  Frenchmen  are  under  arms  and  a  million  more 
ready  in  case  of  necessity.  At  Paris  they  manufacture  600 
guns  daily — what  can  hurt  those  industrious  skillfull  &  in- 
vincible Patriotts  ?  no  dart  that  mortal  hand  can  aim — Public 
paper  is  now  on  the  rise,  but  it  will  not  continue  so  any  length 
of  time — On  my  return,  I  went  down  to  Mr.  Potts's,  where 
I  saw  the  new  modelled  Still — He  was  not  at  home,  the  in- 
formation therefore  which  I  give  you  comes  from  his  young 
man — and  my  own  observation — It  holds  three  hundred  Gal- 
lons, and  runs  off  nearly  four  times  a  day.  It  makes  four 
times  as  much  Spirit  as  the  common  Still  to  the  same  number 
of  Gallons  contents — and  near  or  quite  four  Gallons  of 
whiskey  from  one  bushel  of  good  grain — A  few  days  ago  it 
run  off  one  gallon  of  loe  wine  in  four  minutes,  by  the  Stop 
watch — It  costs  about  two  hundred  &  fifty  pounds,  with  the 
Cap  &  Spout,  four  times  as  large  as  common,  and  the  worm 
in  the  same  proportion — One  of  two  hundred  gallons  would 
destill  near  70  gallons  of  whiskey  per  day,  at  any  rate  twenty 
thousand  annually — An  emensity  of  hoggs  might  be  raised 
from  the  wash,  and  with  the  Spirits,  a  sufficiency  to  command 
eight  or  ten  thousand  dolls'  annually — on  the  first  glance  of 
thought,  this  estimate  might  appear  chimerical  but  in  my 
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humble  opinion,  it  would  bo  a  wonderful  income — I  will  see 
Mr.  Potts  and  know  all  the  particulars  when  you  can  have 
a  more  concise  account — Mr.  Dortch  is  nearly  out  of  the 
small-pox — all  my  Richmond  friends  were  well — -Capt. 
Barney  is  released  with  some  of  our  Vessels  in  the  W.  Indies. 
The  French  are  augmenting  their  armies  on  the  frontiers  of 
Spain  which  Country  must  be  in  eminent  danger — This  cam- 
paign will  end  the  War,  and  I  believe  in  a  glorious  manner 
for  the  French  «&  ourselves — Tobo.  is  at  20  here,  it  will  rise 
a  little  in  a  few  weeks,  at  Petersburg  you  can  get  eighteen, 
and  in  three  weeks  a  little  more  may  be  had — We  are  not 
certain  of  peace ;  but  even  in  case  of  peace  Tobo.  must  be  low. 
You  had  better  contrive  your  four  hhds.  down  by  the  first 
opportunity.  It  is  idle  on  your  hands,  and  would  be  of  serv- 
ice to  Dr.  B  in  the  Spring  Exportation — Wheat  is  at  one 
penny  per  pound — bacon  by  the  small  retail  9d  and  large 
quantity  ly^ — corn  in  Petersburg  15. — From  our  late  ac- 
counts, France  &  Spain,  are  much  in  want  of  provisions — 
Holland  has  asked  a  peace,  but  were  denied,  unless  they 
would  do  it  on  honble.  terms. 

A  great  number  of  people  [word  missing']  to  the  [ivord 
missingi  are  emigrating  to  this  Country  from  G.  Britain. 
Complete  anguish  reigns  in  that  unhappy  Country,  where 
the  true  Patriotts  are  persecuted  with  unrelenting  cruelty. 
The  revocation  of  the  Edict  of  IsTantes,  by  Louis  XIII,  peo- 
pled England  with  silk  Manufacturers.  The  war  in  Britain 
will  send  many  manufacturers  to  America.  Several  insurec- 
tions  have  taken  place  in  Scotland  &  Ireland  but  immediately 
quelled — our  Ports  are  preparing  for  defence  in  case  of  war — 
Thomas  Paine  is  now  writing  a  piece  (in  prison)  intitled  the 
measure  of  sense — His  papers  were  overhal'd  but  no  plot 
against  the  Republic  was  found,  on  the  contrary,  marks  of 
unshaken  Patriotism — Smith,  Ames,  Arnold  &  Pitt  have  been 
burnt  in  Effegy  at  Charles  Tovrn — Their  confessions  are  in- 
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scribed — The}^  all  agree  that  Eternal  piinisliment  is  due — 
Mr.  Tabb  is  in  Town  &  means  to  be  inoculated — 
I  am  dear  Father  your  obt  Son  &c 

John  R.  Eaton. 


John  R.  Eaton  to  Charles  R.  Eaton. 

Richmond  31st.  May  1794. 
Dear  Father. 

The  unexpected  information  of  a  few  days  has  induced 
me  to  believe  that  we  are  on  the  ere  of  a  sanguinary  War. 
The  unexampled  depredations  of  Britain  mark  the  almost 
total  ruin  of  our  Commerce;  America's  mourning,  lonely 
Flagg  finds  no  place  of  security ;  The  oceian  supports  on  her 
bosom  the  Harbinger  of  Despotism,  sworn  to  desolate  the  re- 
gions of  the  afflicted  World — But  on  the  side  of  Canada,  a 
more  serious  attempt  is  made,  to  blast  our  honor  &  felicity — 
Gov.  Senicoe,  with  a  considerable  arm'd  force,  has  already 
marched  to  the  Rapids  of  Miami,*  to  erect  a  fort  at  that 
place,  altho  sixty  miles  within  our  boundaries — Representa- 
tions have  been  made  to  the  British  Minister,  at  Phila — he  is 
evasive  and  labours  to  justify  the  cruelty  of  England!  How 
long  oh  America !  cans't  thou  bare  the  lash  of  unrelenting 
barbarity !  It  is  time  to  wake  from  thy  Slumbers  and  guard 
the  Sacred  Temple  of  Liberty !  Citizens  of  Collumbia,  make 
a  Hecatomb  of  thy  Enimies  &  their  dark  concealed  Satilites — 
Mark  the  Traitors'  countenance  and  place  loe  in  the  cold 
Grave  all  who  aim  a  dart  against  the  Vitals  of  their  Country — 

You  have  here  the  Presidents  letter  to  Congress  &  those  ac- 
companying— read  them  seriously  &  say  whether  I  am  vio- 
lent in  my  opinion — No  Sir,  we  are  too  submissive  too  polite 
to  Tyrants:  let  us  wage  eternal  War  with  all  the  enemies 
of  our  heavenly  Country — ^let  us  be  acquainted  with  the 
principles  &  not  the  persons  of  any  people — ^We  are  young 

*  Maumee. 
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but  let  us  be  united,  &  the  collected  barbaric  world  cannot 
injure  our  liberties — The  Britains  yet  condemn  our  Vessels 
but  they  shall  pay  for  it  by  Starvation.- — They  wage  war  from 
cold  Canada,  but  they  will  soon  walk  on  the  snowy  earth  in 
humble  Captivity — The  hardy  Sons  of  ISTew  England  will 
lead  them  by  the  enchanting  tune  of  Yankey  Dudle — 

An  Act  has  pas'd  for  raising  &  organizing  80,000  Militia.  A 
hord  of  British  Privateers  infest  our  Coast — Our  Seamen  in 
the  W.  Indies,  expiring  under  the  weight  of  sickness,  from 
confinement  on  board  of  crowded  prison  Ships.  Did  you 
ever  believe  that  America  would  have  permitted  her  chosen 
Sons  to  sink  to  the  unatural  grave  with  Silence,  at  the  hands 
of  her  enemies — But  alas !  it  is  a  Melloncholy  fact — in  the 
remotest  regions  of  the  Universe  our  Flagg  is  disregarded, 
except  to  Oppress  its  Owners.  I  must  believe  that  a  war  is 
inevitable.  My  spirit  of  revenge  persues  in  nightly  dreams, 
the  accursed  purpetrators  of  such  inumerable  crimes.  The 
horrors  of  war  are  always  to  be  lamented;  but  a  revolution 
will  wrest  from  their  lurking  places  the  Mamons  of  super- 
stion  &  disaffection — Stock  Jobing,  funding  &  traitorous 
men  will  no  longer  under  mine,  in  darkness,  the  foundations 
of  our  liberty— Light  will  shine  upon  all,  and  all  will  be 
known. — and,  all  who  deserve  will  be  chastized— Mysterie's 
veil  vdll  be  rent  in  twain,  &  her  inhabitants  equalized  with 
the  mass  of  mankind — We  must  be  brave,  just,  merciful  to 
the  unfortunate  &  severe  on  the  wicked — If  our  slaves  at- 
tempt to  make  an  insurrection,  we  must  make  awful  ex- 
amples^—Tories  are  entitled  to  no  quarters ;  they  destroy  our 
Unity  &  our  Strength. »  One  is  equal  to  two  enemies :  we 
loose  a  citizen  and  have  a  foe  in  the  same  person — Any  farther 
discant  on  this  subject  wou'd  tire  your  patience.  You  hate 
Brittain  &  love  America,  you  can  judge  of  &  feel  the  suffer- 
ings of  your  beloved  Country.  When  necessity  requires  I  am 
ready  for  the  field  of  glory. 
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The  French  are  very  successful! ;  in  a  late  battle  with  the 
Prussians,  they  killed  six  thousand  of  the  latter,  gaining  a 
complete  victory:  they  have  taken  several  Towns  in  Spain — 
&  a  vast  number  of  Vessels  at  Sea.  Their  Armies  are  twelve 
hundred  thousand  strong.  Provisions  a  little  scarce,  but  not 
bordering  on  Absolute  want — They  stand  firm  in  their  prin- 
ciples and  defy  the  surrounding  world  of  Despotts.  Our  last 
accounts  from  Europe  say  that  Spain,  has  withdrawn  from 
the  League,  it  may  not  be  true;  it  is  a  matter  of  no  consi- 
quence;  the  French  will  be  in  Madrid  this  Summer,  unless 
accidents  occur — It  is  also  said  that  a  force  has  landed  to 
invade  England — it  may  also  be  fase.  I  heard  from  Col. 
B.H,  last  night,  he  is  well — I  am  studying  Baron's  Abridge- 
ment attentively — shall  be  at  home  late  this  fall.  The  Hay 
wheat  is  in  this  quarter  is  already  ripe.  Col.  Temple  from 
Carolina,  tells  me  it  is  superior  to  any  other  kind:  from  9 
bushels,  he  made  225  weight  65  per  bushl.  Robt  Park  is 
here.  The  Sharks  win  the  races — they  are  fine  horses — I 
am  in  great  health — How  are  my  Sisters  Have  you  had  rain, 
is  the  crop  good  ?  Is  there  a  Mast  ?  How  are  the  colts  ?  I 
have  trespas'd  on  your  patience  for  wc.  I  ask  your  pardon. 

That  you  May  be  happy  is  the  wish  of 
Tour  Republican  Son 

John"  Eust  Eaton. 


TT.  H.  Winder  to  John  R.  Eaton. 

Peteesbueg  October  26th  1797 
My  Deae  Feiexd 

I  am  thus  far  on  my  way  to  the  State  of  Tennessee ;  where 
I  shall  spend  this  winter  in  examining  its  elegibility  for  my 
profession — I  have  for  some  time  contemplated  a  removal 
from  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  both  on  account  of  its 
being  so  unhealthy  and  as  offering  but  a  small  compensation 
for  the  Labors  of  the  Law.     I  had  qualified  there  and  had 
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flattering  prospects  of  success;  but  the  emoluments  of  the 
practice  were  too  inconsiderable  to  satisfy  my  ambition — 
After  determining  on  a  removal  I  made  considerable  exertion 
to  obtain  the  best  information  I  could  to  determine  me  in  my 
choice.  The  result  of  it  has  been  to  determine  me  to  visit 
Tennessee  at  all  events  and  if  my  information  has  been  true 
shall  seat  myself  there — 

This  being  about  the  time  of  your  annual  visit  to  this  place 
I  was  in  hopes  I  should  have  met  you  here.  My  disappoint- 
ment has  however  been  in  some  degree  softened  by  meeting 
with  several  of  your  friends  and  acquaintances  here,  who 
have  been  able  [to]  satisfy  my  wishes  of  hearing  from  you 
in  many  particulars — Coin.  Williams  &  Major  Taylor  both 
arrived  here  the  same  evening  I  did  of  whom  I  have  made 
particular  inquiries  concerning  you — They  inform  me  you 
have  become  the  indefatigably  industrious  farmer  and  have 
entirely  deserted  the  law — I  should  like  to  follow  your  ex- 
ample, but  my  fate  for  some  time  at  least  must  be  other 
wise — Propitious  fortune  will  however  I  hope  one  day  or 
other  permit  me  to  live  as  I  please  and  not  as  necessity  com- 
pels me — 

The  two  gentlemen  I  have  mentioned  wish  me  to  take 
ISTorth  Carolina  in  my  way;  but  as  it  would  divert  me  too 
far  from  my  track  I  must  sacrifice  the  inclination  I  have  to 
comply  with  their  wishes — It  is  not  impossible  however  but 
I  may  pay  you  a  visit  in  the  Spring  on  my  return  to  Mary- 
land— 

I  found  our  old  friend  Miss  Duncan  in  fine  health  and 
spirits  and  I  think  much  improved  in  beauty — You  have 
frequently  been  the  subject  of  our  conversation  and  she  con- 
firms the  information  of  your  transformation — 

I  shall  send  this  by  Majr.  Taylor  who  will  leave  here  on 
Sunday,  about  which  time  I  shall  move  on  westernly  by  the 
way  of  Richmond — You  shall  hear  from  me  in  the  course  of 
the  winter  as  often  as  I  can  find  an  opportunity  &  hope  you 
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will  not  entirely  forget  me — You  will  direct  your  favors  to 
Knoxville — 

Believe  me  ever  your  Friend 

Wm.  H.  Winder. 


James  Winchester*  to  John  B.  Eaton. 

Ceagfont  9tli  Dec  1801 
Dear  Jack: 

Your  favors  of  the  30th  March  and  26th  of  October  last 
Severally  came  to  hand  in  due  season.  I  delayed  answering 
them  in  hopes  at  the  l^ovember  term  a  decision  would  have 

*  James  Winchester  was  born  in  Baltimore  County,  Maryland,  in 
1752.  Nothing  is  known  of  his  early  life,  but  he  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolution  and  rose  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  in  1778  in  the  Maiy- 
land  Infantry.  He  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  British  some  time  dur- 
ing the  war,  but  was  exchanged.  In  1783  he  settled  in  Sumner  County, 
near  Gallatin,  Tennessee,  and  was  prominent  in  driving  out  the  In- 
dians whose  hostility  menaced  the  weak  settlement. 

In  170-1  he  was  a  member  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  Tennessee, 
and  in  1796  was  unanimously  chosen  Speaker  of  the  first  Senate  of 
the  State.  In  1799  he  was  appointed  Judge  of  the  United  States 
Court  for  the  District  of  Maryland,  and  qualified,  succeeding  William 
Poca,  but  he  did  not  hold  the  position  long,  returning  to  Tennessee, 
where  he  remained  until  1812,  when  he  was  appointed  brigadier- 
general,  rie  superseded  General  William  Henry  Harrison  at  Fort 
Wayne,  and  this  almost  precipitated  a  mutiny  as  the  soldiers  were 
devoted  to  Harrison,  and,  disliking  Winchester  for  his  aristocratic 
tendencies,  feared  that  he  would  be  more  severe.  Later,  when  Harri- 
son was  given  supreme  command,  Winchester  commanded  the  left 
wing  of  his  ai-my.  His  force  captured  Frenchtown,  on  Raisin  River, 
Michigan,  and  there  he  was  sui"prised  and  captured  by  Proctor,  and 
most  of  his  command  massacred  by  the  Indian  allies  of  the  British. 
Winchester  was  taken  to  Quebec  and  aftei-wards,  in  1814,  exchanged. 
In  1815  he  was  in  command  of  the  United  States  forces  at  Mobile. 
He  resigned  in  1815  and  retired  to  his  home,  where  he  lived  in  great 
comfort  and  luxury  until  his  death,  July  27.  1826.  His  only  public 
service  during  this  time  being  the  running  of  the  Southern  boundaiy 
line  of  the  State  in  1819. 

General  Winchester  was  a  large  land-owner.  "Cragfont."  his  Sum- 
ner county  estate  on  Bledsoe  Creek,  was  a  splendid  piece  of  property, 
and  the  iiouse  still  stands,  though  it  has  passed  from  the  family. 
He  was  also  one  of  the  proprietors  of  Memphis,  holding  one-eighth 
for  himself  and  one-eighth  for  his  brother's  children.  He  married 
Miss  Susan  Black,  and  twelve  children — six  sons  and  six  daughters — 
were  born  to  them.  Major  Marcus  B.  Winchester,  the  first  mayor  of 
Memphis,  was  his  son,  and  General  E.  W.  Rucker  of  the  Confederate 
Army  was  a  grandson. 

General  Winchester  was, held  in  great  esteem  by  his  contemporaries, 
and  the  county-seat  of  Franklin  perpetuates  his  name. 
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taken  place  in  Mr.  Searcys  &  your  case  and  that  I  might 
communicate  the  result  but  procrastination  hath  again  taken 
place,  owing  to  an  unusual  number  of  criminals,  the  trial  of 
whome  Occupied  the  court  nearly  the  whole  term.  Your 
demurrer  was  not  even  Argued — tho,  Mr.  Overton  seems  to 
rely  most  on  the  proof  of  the  deed  made  from  Merrit  to  You, 
and  for  that  purpose  a  commission  is  ordered  to  issue  to  take 
Mr.  R.  Cookes  deposition,  it  will  probably  be  inclosed  to  you, 
to  attend — Major  Wilsons  is  taken  on  the  subject — another 
claim  is  set  up  to  the  same  land  By  an  assignee  of  Col.  Barton 
which  rests  upon  Merrits  not  Surveying  according  to  Loca- 
tion, this  claim  I  am  told  will  be  Set  up  as  soon  as  a  decision 
takes  place  between  you  and  Mr.  Searcy — 

Crops  of  cotton  here  this  year  are  beyond  all  former  calcu- 
lation. Some  as  great  as  2000  pounds  to  the  acre,  very  little 
under  one  thousand ;  this  at  four  pound  in  the  seed  for  one 
of  clean  cotton  which  Sells  here  for  15  and  20  dollars  per 
hundred,  makes  the  planters  hold  up  their  heads. — 
com  crops  are  lighter  than  ever  laiown  in  this  country,  it 
now  Sells  from  33  1-3-100  to  40-100  per  bushell— The  ag- 
grandizement of  the  Britishe  ISTavy  must  be  a  Subject  of 
Serious  concern  to  the  nations  of  this  world  for  until  it  is 
humbled  perfect  liberty  of  the  Sea  is  not  to  be  expected — 

I  congratulate  you  on  your  matrimonial  union;  formed 
with  deliberation  and  your  good  sence;  must  carry  with  it 
Exstatick  enjoyment. 

The  Young  Quaker  you  mention  adds  to  my  desire  of 
visiting  you;  Your  description  of  her  is  desirable  especially 
So  when  gilt  with  $40,000 — But  18  years  I  am  afraid  is  too 
young — make  my  respects  to  your  Lady  &  to  your  Father. 

Health  and  happiness. 
Mr.  J.  R.  Eaton  J.  Winchester 
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.  James  Somervell  to  John  R.  Eaton. 

PRiNCEToisr  30th  December  1801. 
Dear  Sir — 

An  immediate  answer  to  all  their  letters;  and  an  extra- 
letter,  when  anything  important  comes  under  our  observation ; 
are  debts,  which  it  will  be  readily  acknowledged,  our  friends 
may  always  claim  with  the  utmost  propriety.  Therefore,  I 
consider  myself  bound  to  answer  your  letter  of  the  18th. 
which  arrived  last  night,  by  the  very  first  succeeding  post. 

I  am  pleased  with  the  decision  of  our  assembly  concerning 
the  Judiciary  bill;  and  their  compliance  with  the  resolution 
of  Maryland  concerning  the  proposed  amendment  to  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution  evinces  a  disposition  to  place  upon  an  equal 
footing  every  state  in  the  Union.  Party-spirit  will,  no  more, 
I  trust,  at  the  return  of  the  period  for  the  election  of  presi- 
dent, take  advantage  of  a  casual  elevation.  But  each  state 
will  have  a  fair  opportunity  of  choosing  electors  of  her  own 
sentiments.  The  conduct  of  Pennsylvania,  'New  York,  Vir- 
ginia, Connecticut  all^  at  the  last  election,  loudly  points  out 
the  necessity  of  Federal  interposition  for  the  prevention  of 
future  scenes  of  a  similar  disgraceful  nature. — If  it  be  not 
improper  to  elevate  junior  officers  of  Militia  over  the  heads 
of  their  seniors ;  at  least,  if  such  has  not  been  the  proceedure 
of  our  Legislature;  that  strong  exposition  of  the  Legislative 
politics,  gives  me  a  lively  hope  that  IsT.C.  is  not  less  Republi- 
can, than  any  of  her  Sister  states. 

I  lament  that  the  peace,  while  it  gives  much  pleasure  to 
all  who  are  actuated  by  the  genuine  feelings  of  humanity, 
should,  nevertheless,  have  produced  no  alteration  in  the  favour 
of  the  planters.  But  I  still  hope,  that  notwithstanding  the 
seeming  depression  of  the  prices  of  the  planter's  produce,  it 
is  nothing  more,  than  the  consequence  of  those,  who  from  the 
expectation  of  the  continuance  of  the  war,  had  amassed  & 
almost  monopolised — I  Say  I  believe  it  is  the  consequence 
of  these  men  selling  out  immediately  upon  the  conclusion 
of  the  peace — and,  therefore,  that  before  the  beginning  of 
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summer,  Every  southern  staple — especially  Rice  &  Tobacco, 
will  be  considerably  enhanced,  as  to  their  prices.  I  give  this, 
as  the  opinion  of  most  of  our  Merchants  in  this  Part  of  the 
Country. 

I  Iviiow  not  my  dear  Major,  whether  I  feel  so  much  inter- 
ested for  Miss  Guion  as  at  the  time  I  last  wrote  you;  but, 
however,  I  shall  always  be  very  glad  to  hear  of  her  situation. — 

The  small  confinement  I  experienced,  while  the  Measles 
were  on  me,  appears  to  have  increased  my  love  of  liberty  and 
of  happiness.  Heavens !  what  a  zest  does  deprivation  give 
to  the  appetite,  what  a  relish  for  pleasure  and  society  does 
the  young  mind  acquire  after  a  few  disappointments.  After 
having  been  confined  for  a  week,  with  one  of  the  most  loath- 
some of  diseases,  forbidden  to  view  the  light  of  heaven,  com- 
manded not  to  touch  those  things  which  titillate  the  palate, 
seeing  nothing  but  fidgetting  nurses,  troublesome,  teazing  old 
women,  and  bloody-minded  doctors,  how  does  the  heart  pant 
upon  the  regaining  of  its  liberty,  how  does  the  prospect  of 
the  ensuing  pleasures  of  health  thrill  the  system  with  rap- 
ture, and  empurple  the  joyful  cheek!  Yes.  Heaven  is  my 
witness — confinement  seems  to  me  more  irksome  than  death! 
Since  my  recovery,  during  the  Christmas  holidays,  I  have 
enjoyed  life — And  yet  I  have  not  gambled,  or  been  drunk,  or 
guilty  of  any  debauchery.  "Is  it  possible?"  Sir — it  is. 
And  if  a  youth  of  18  cannot  enjoy  the  most  transcend  [ing?] 
happiness  in  the  company  of  the  lively  and  sensible  of  one 
sex,  and  of  the  chaste  and  beautiful  of  the  other,  then  let  him 
be  pronounced — unfit  for  friendship,  ill-calculated  for  ex- 
istence, poor  in  the  resources  of  pleasure.  I  have  paid  a  most 
pleasant  visit  to  Trenton :  the  particulars,  however,  as  they 
could  not  amuse  you — I  forbear  to  recite.  We  danced ;  and 
the  women  were  pretty,  and  agreable.  "Enough,"  cries  the 
enthusiastic  for  the  females — 'Enough,'  you  must  have  been 
happy.' 

Your  affectionate  James  Somervell. 

^.  B.  Susan  is  too  careless  of  my  love,  to  wish  for  my 
remembrance —  J.  S. 


si 
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James  Winchester  to  John  R.  Eaton. 

Ceagfont  17th.  Sep.  1802 
Dear  Sir 

Yesterday  I  received  your  favor  of  the  22d.  iiltinio — 

Mr.  Overton*  sent  me  Mr.  Searcys  amended  bill  and  I 
enclosed  it  to  you  soon  after  my  last  letter  which  you  have 
acknowledged  the  receipt  of ;  I  have  therefore  confidance  You 
have  received  it  before  now.  time  enough  for  you  to  send 
your  answer  to  Nashville  before  Court,  which  is  on  the  second 
Monday  in  November  But  if  it  should  so  happen  that  you 
should  not  receive  it  in  time,  there  will  be  an  absolute  neces- 
sity for  Your  personal  attendance  at  Court,  or  Mr.  Searcys 
amended  bill  will  be  taken  pro.  confissco.  in  which  case  I 
shall  calculate  on  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  once  more  at 
Cragf ont.  and  not  other  ways  for  some  years ;  for  I  well  know 
your  domestic  attachments  (or  think  I  do). 

There  is  a  good  crop  of  cotton  novf  growing  on  your  Bar- 
tons Creek  place,  when  you  gain  it  I  will  give  you  a  more 
particular  discription — 
''*     The  defection  of  Mr.  Burr  is  Execrated  by  all  grades  of 
-    people  in  this  country  even  by  the  Federalists — 

Make  my  respects  to  Your  Father  also  make  them  accept- 
able to  Mrs.  Eaton  and  rely  on  my  Steady  disposition  to 
Serve  You. —  Your  ob'  Servant 

John  R.  Eaton  Esqr.  J.  Winchester. 


James  Somervell  to  John  B.  Eaton. 

Baltimore  November  3d  1802. 
My  dear  Sir — 

I  am,  from  Mr.  Keene,  to  tender  you  his  thanks  and  con- 
sideration for  your  good  opinion.  Poor  fellow !  he  is,  I  fear, 
much  more  reduced  in  circumstances  than  is  generally 
known.    When  I  first  saw  him  he  had  a  fine  watch,  but  now 

*  Probably  John  Overton. 
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he  seems  to  think  (lliiquestionably  with  propriety)  that  in 
town,  a  watch  is  iinnecessarj. — The  arrival  of  Tom  Paine 
has  excited  here  no  small  degree  of  attention:  but  the  popu- 
lar indignation  appears  to  be  turned  from  him  to  the  public 
character  who  has  invited  to  our  land  the  unprincipled  slan- 
derer of  Washington.  Paine  is,  indeed,  a  great  sot.  How 
applicable  are  those  charming  lines  of  Armstrong  to  this 
miserable  creature. 

"Your  friends  avoid  you ;  or  if  one  remain 
To  wish  you  well,  lie  wishes  you  in  Heaven. 
Despis'd,  unwept  you  fall ;  who  might  have  left 
A  sacred,  cherish'd,  sadly-pleasing  name ; 
A  name  still  to  be  uttered  with  a  sigh. 
Your  last  ungrateful  scene  has  quite  effaced 
All  sense  and  memory  of  your  former  worth." 

L.  4.  1.  211.    Art  of  EealtJi. 

It  is  thought  that,  after  paying  a  visit  to  the  president,  he 
will  retire  to  his  estate  in  liew  Jersey,  and  spend  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  in  obscurity — "&  oblivion." — 

Accept  my  congratulations  upon  your  success.  It  must, 
indeed  be  a  disagreeable  life;  and,  surely,  the  4th.  victory 
must  amply  satisfy  the  most  sanguinary  conqueror. 

What  think  you,  my  dear  Major,  of  the  charges  lately  ex- 
hibited against  our  Chief  Magistrate  ? — Can  it  be  possible 
that  the  man  I  have  reverenced  for  his  integrity,  and  almost 
adored  for  his  patriotism, — has  dared  to  violate  every  law 
of  God  and  nature  ? — Could  the  man  who  professed  to  esteem 
above  all  the  world  ^'our  first  and  greatest  revolutionary  char- 
acter" be  self-conscious  of  having  hired  a  callender  to  abuse 
him — of  having  admired,  largely  contributed  to,  and  liberally 
paid  for,  a  book  that  made  even  the  warmest  of  Washington's 
enemies  cry  out  "shame"  on  the  author  ? — Could  he,  when 
left  to  guard  the  wife  of  his  friend,  basely  attempt  her 
honour  ? — ^When  invited  to  the  house  of  another  friend,  could 
he  villainously  make  use  of  his  inmacy  to  seduce  the  partner 
of  that  friend's  bosom  ? —  Could  he  bring  a  "black  miss  of  his 
own  keeping"  into  the  company  of  his  innocent  children  ? — 
Could  he  esteem   our  Washington,   "&  yet  have   a  sincere 
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friendship  &  affectionate  attachment"  for  the  detested  Tom 
Paine  ? — Or  are  all  those  crimes  basely  laid  to  the  charge  of 
a  virtuous  patriot  ? — Alas !  much  I  fear  the  proof  of  them 
all  is  too  irrefragible. — For  the  honour  of  Human  J^ature, 
for  the  Honour  of  America  I  hope  they  will  be  disproved. 
The  Man  who  is  devoid  of  private  honour — the  Hypocrite,  & 
the  adulterer, — cannot  be  worthy  of  public  confidence. — The 
Democrats  seem  confounded  at  the  charges : — if  they  be  true 
Jefferson  must  sink  under  the  weight  of  ignominy — It  is  ex- 
pected that  Rodney's*  election  will  be  contested  in  Congress : 
upon  what  grounds  I  have  not  heard. — 

The  prices  of  commodities  in  Baltimore  are  much  the  same 
as  when  I  wrote  upon  the  subject  before. — Goods  have  fal- 
len.— Tobacco  looks  up;  but  tis  only  very  little. — But  the 
failure  of  Crops  will  undoubtedly  very  much  enhance  the 
price.  Your  crops  were  destroyed  by  the  rain — those  in 
Maryland  have  suffered  much  for  the  want  of  rain. — 

I  proceed  but  slowly  in  acquiring  the  law.  I  hope,  how- 
ever, by  this  time  two  years  to  have  read  so  much,  as  to  enable 
me  to  learn  the  practical  part  of  it  in  three  or  four  months. 
By  the  bye  I  mix  reading  as  rum, — and  writing  as  water — 
in  Mr.  Harper's  office.  But  if  I  do  not  practice  in  Maryland, 
of  what  service  will  the  practical  part  of  Maryland  Law  be 
to  me  ? — I  am,  nevertheless  inclined  to  think,  that,  there  will 
be  as  good  an  opening  in  Maryland  as  any  where  else. — I 
should  prefer  Jersey  but  no  money  is  to  be  made  there. — 
North  Carolina  is  out  of  the  question. — I  wish  I  had  my 
father's  opinion  on  the  subject.  What  do  you  &  Susan 
think  ?— 

God  bless  you,  your  wife,  &  the  little  Charles  is  the  fervent 
prayer  of 

Yours  always  James  Somervell. 

Major  Eaton. 

*  Probably  Thomas  Rodney,  of  Delaware,  who  was  about  this  time 
appointed  by  Jefferson  United  States  Judge  for  the  Territory  of  Miss- 
issippi. 
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James  Winchester  to  John  R.  Eaton. 

Cragfont  15th  Dec.  1805 
Dear  Sir 

Your  favor  of  the  26th  of  October  last,  was  reed  in  due 
course  of  mail  and  the  answer  put  off  for  the  rising  of  the 
Courts  in  hopes  to  have  had  it  in  my  power  to  congratulate 
you  on  the  final  and  fortunate  event  of  your  Suits,  with 
Searcy  and  Hendricks;  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  am  disap- 
pointed the  causes  for  not  coming  to  trial  is  detailed  in  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Smith  Your  council  have  all  the  papers,  and  of 
course  all  the  evidence  they  want  and  say  they  have  no  doubt 
of  a  fortunate  issue  when  trial  is  obtained — I  can  only  ob- 
serve that  the  procrastination  in  no  instance  is  owing  to  neg- 
lect or  inattention  on  my  part  but  that  through  every  Stage 
of  this  lengthy  Suit  I  have  paid  the  same  attention  to  it  as  if 
it  had  been  my  own — 

This  side  of  the  mountain  affords  no  news  at  present ;  the  ^ 
rumour  of  a  Spanish  war  is  not  disagreeable  to  the  people 
here.     We  have  no  objection  to  its  being  realized —  y 

I  hope  your  Coe  De  Lion  Filly  did  herself  honor  at  the 
Sweepstake  at  Williamsboro. 

So  uncommonly  scarce  has  cash  become  in  this  country  that  '^ 
all  my  time  is  taken  up  endeavoring  to  collect  dubious  debts — y 

Cotton  crops  is  a  little  above  mediocrity,  price  $17  baled. 
Tobacco  very  little  raised,  at  3.50  per  cwt.  I  think  the  vast 
addition  of  Territory  acquired  by  the  late  Treaties  together 
with  the  scarcity  of  mony  will  cause  a  depression  in  the  price 
of  Land  here,  and  open  a  door  to  monied  Gentlemen  for  hand- 
some Speculations  in  a  twelve  month  more — 

Respectfully  remember  me  to  your  father  and  accept  for 
yourself  and  family  the  Salutations  of  a  friend. 

J.  Winchester. 
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James  Winchester  to  John  R.  Eaton. 

Cragfont  3d  Sep.  1806. 
Dear  Sir 

Your  favor  of  the  28th  ultimo  is  reed,  from  which  I  per- 
ceive jou  had  not  received  (when  you  wrote)  ;  my  letter  in- 
forming of  the  Situation  of  your  Suits  with  Searcy  &  Hen- 
dricks as  well  as  Len  Jones  progress  in  payment  &c  which  you 
have  reed,  ere  this  no  doubt.  I  therefore  forbear  to  repeat  the 
contents — 

The  General  assembly  of  this  State  is  now  in  session  and  is 
employed  about  a  Land  bill,  which  will  probably  pass  into 
a  law.  it  contemplates  a  Board  of  Commissions  to  decide  on 
the  Legality  of  all  claims ;  its  therefore  probable  no  warrants 
can  be  entered  for  sometime  after  the  assembly  rises;  The 
lands  generally  that  was  purchased  of  the  Cherokee  &  Chicka- 
saw Indians  at  the  last  Treaties  is  by  no  means  equal  to  the 
land  on  Cumberland  and  Harpeth  besides  (that  on  Duck 
excepted)  is  not  as  convenient  to  navigation  Which  in  my 
opinion  adds  greatly  to  the  value  of  land.  But  it  must  be 
admitted  that  the  range  is  equal  to  any  in  the  Western  world ; 
of  course  an  eligible  situation  to  such  as  make  Stock  their 
principal  object 

Cotton  and  Tobacco  at  present  is  the  chief  aim  of  all  here 
who  have  any  body  to  labour ;  the  prices  last  year  at  Orleans 
were  flattering  Cotton  from  20  to  24  cents  lb.  Tobacco  5% 
to  6  cents  per  lb. —  If  you  have  any  Serious  Thoughts  of 
residing  in  this  Country.  I  would  recommend  a  purchase  of 
land  convenient  to  the  navigation  of  Cumberland  river,  and 
if  your  object  is  to  realize  for  your  Son;  or  Sons  then  pur- 
chase within  the  Indian  boundary — 

With  relation  to  Doubleheads  reserve  I  know  little  about 
it  and  would  not  hazard  a  purchase  of  him,  Tho  he  has  sold  a 
considerable  quantity  to  Citizens  of  this  State  and  received 
their  property — 
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Locations  in  the  Cbickasaw  Teritory  on  Forked  Deer  and 
Woolf  river  where  the  land  is  good  I  should  snj)pose  to  be 
worth  50  cents  per  acre.  But  it  is  not  probable  that  the  Indian 
Title  will  there  be  soon  extinguished. 

A  handsome  situation  of  1,000  or  1500  acres  could  now 
be  purchased  in  the  vicinity  of  Bledsoes  Lick;  at  from  six 
to  eight  dollars  per  acre  With  tolerable  improvements,  three 
or  four  good  Springs  and  near  one  hundred  acres  of  clear 
land — So  great  is  the  rage  for  Settling  on  Duck  &  Elk  rivers, 
that  I  am  inclined  to  think  land  will  fall  in  its  price  on 
Cumberland ;  and  that  the  ensuing  winter  will  be  a  favorable 
time  to  purchase. — 

This  last  Summer  has  been  the  wetest  ever  known  in  this 
country  Since  its  first  Settlement  the  crops  are  Generally 
very  good  But  if  the  rains  continue  the  Cotton  will  be  in- 
jured— com  125  cents  Bll — 

Remember  me  respectfully  to  your  father  and  to  Mrs. 
Eaton,  and  believe  me  It  is  my  sincere  wish  to  see  them  & 
you  Citizens  of  Cumberland  I  already  anticipate  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  you  at  my  Cottage  this  fall.  Make  my  respects  to 
Mr.  Smith  and  accept  for  Yourself  the  consideration 
of  my  Esteem  &  regard 

J,  WiNCHESTEE. 


James  Winchester  to  John  B.  Eaton. 

Ceagfont  14th  April  1808 
Deae  Sie 

Your  favor  of  the  22  d  of  February  came  to  hand  in  due 
time  and  ought  to  have  been  noticed  sooner  but  a  multiplicity 
of  business  in  gloomy  times  since  my  return  from  the  IS^orth- 
ward  must  be  my  Apology, 

Searcys  suit  against  you  is  not  yet  tried.  It  is  my  inten- 
tion to  attend  our  next  Superior  Court  to  be  held  next  month 
when  I  shall  not  forget  it;  nor  shall  anything  in  my  power 
be  lacking  to  bring  it  to  issue  and  favorable  decision. 
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Your  Bartons  Creek  plantation  was  last  year  rented  for 
corn  and  is  again  this  year  my  reason  for  so  doing  was ;  that 
I  thought  it  possible  you  or  some  of  your  friends  might 
change  a  sterile  (as  I  have  understood  great  parts  of  ISTorth 
Carolina  to  be)  for  a  fertile  spot  and  that  it  would  be  an 
object  to  have  com  convenient,  Cash  it  could  not  be  rented 
for  and  Cotton  as  it  has  turned  out ;  that  is  under  the  present 
circumstances  of  the  U.S.  would  not  command  Mony. 

Last  years  rent  com  is  not  yet  sold,  nor  will  it  bring  one 
dollar  cash  pr  Barrel,  Without  advice  on  the  subject  I  have 
thought  it  best  to  contract  for  no  improvements  on  your 
plantation  except  the  clearing  a  little  land  that  was  included 
within  what  had  once  been  a  fence.  My  reason  is  improve- 
ments are  Seldom  paid  for  in  the  Sale  of  Lands  and  if  ever 
you  occupy  it  yourself  Such  improvements  as  I  could  get 
made  by  a  Tenant  would  not  please  you  or  even  myself. — 

I  have  not  explored  any  part  of  Louisiana  but  this  I  can 
tell  you  that  part  through  which  White  river  and  St.  Francis 
flows,  is  not  here  at  this  time  held  in  great  estimation.  Red 
river  has  more  Celebrity  than  any  part  of  that  most  extensive 
country,  of  the  Obian  I  can  say  nothing  having  never  visited 
that  i^art  and  it  is  rarely  talked  of  here  the  Indian  title  not 
being  extinguished  nor  likely  to  be  It  solicits  the  Eye  of 
none. — 

Make  my  respects  to  your  father  tell  him  if  he  really  pro- 
poses to  Visit  this  Country  to  make  arrangements  for  moving 
his  whole  family  That  after  visiting  it  he  will  not  easily 
reconcile  raising  Tob.  and  corn  in  l^.C. 

Respectfully  remember  me  to  Mrs.  Eaton  tell  her  I  still 
hope  to  have  the  pleasure  to  introduce  her  to  my  little  family ; 
uncultivated  tho  I  hope  innocent  and  for  yourself  accept 
My  sincere  regard  &  Esteem 

J.   WiNCHESTEK. 
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James  Winchester  to  John  R.  Eaton. 

Ckagfont  11th  July  1808 
Dear  Sib 

Your  favor  of  the  26th  of  May  last  is  at  hand.  My  last 
which  I  trust  you  have  received  before  now  has  informed 
you  of  the  cause  your  Suit  with  Searcy  is  not  yet  terminated, 
The  time,  nor  money,  I  have  expended  in  your  business  should 
not  give  you  any  [un]  easiness,  the  latter  is  but  a  trifle  and 
the  former  is  a  pleasure  when  given  to  the  service  of  an  absent 
friend,  I  had  anticipated  that  it  would  not  be  displeasing  to 
your  father  to  apply  to  your  credit  the  Money  or  monies 
worth  reed  from  Len  Jones  on  his  account  (to  Wit)  $128  :31. 
If  I  live  to  see  your  Suit  with  Searcy  ended  I  will  render 
you  an  account;  before  (at  present)  to  me  it  is  unnecessary 
especially  as  I  hope  and  believe  much  longer  it  cannot  be 
procrastinated  I  have  notes  for  your  rent  corn  to  be  paid 
next  fall.  Your  land  is  worth  3^/^  dollars  pr  acre  or  four 
dollars.  I  consider  it  worth  very  little  less  on  account  of 
Mr.  Searcys  claim  Your  land  on  Obian  I  can  give  no  opinion 
about,  having  never  been  in  that  part  of  the  country;  This  I 
can  say  that  it  is  not  probable  the  Indian  title  will  soon  be 
extinguish'd  there;  Tho  that  will  not  diminish  its  value  to 
you,  if  you  mean  to  keep  it  for  your  children  as  in  all  human 
probability  the  Indians  will  abandon  that  country  before 
your  Sons  arrive  at  maturity. 

Jeremiah  Hendricks  who  was  by  a  Suit  of  Ejectment  dis- 
possessed of  your  Bartons  Creek  Land,  Instituted  a  Suit  by 
original  attachment  for  what  he  deemed  the  value  of  his  im- 
provement $225.00  and  he  conducted  it  with  so  much  secrecy 
that  I  knew  nothing  of  it  untill  within  a  few  days  of  the 
Sale.  I  immediately  waited  on  one  of  the  Judges  and  pro- 
cured a  writ  of  Error  &  Supersedus  and  therewith  Stoped 
further  proceedings  for  the  present.  Hendricks  now  proposes 
to  leave  it  to  two  or  three  disinterested  persons  to  ascertain 
the  sum  he  is  legally  entitled  to  for  his  improvement  if  he 
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and  I  cannot  agree  upon  it.  to  which  I  have  agreed  with  the 
advice  of  Mr  Smith  who  I  hope  is  at  home  safe  with  his 
family  at  this  time. 

Inclosed  is  the  bill  of  Sale  of  William  Pittman  and  Tabitha 
his  wife  or  rather  their  release  and  quit  claim  to  certain 
negroes  you  purchased  of  H.  G.  Burton 

In  common  with  all  Southern  States  we  feel  the  weight 
of  the  Embargo  Law.  But  it  is  borne  with  great  Magnan- 
imity; Scarcely  a  murmur  escapes  from  the  brest  of  any. 
Believing  as  we  generally  do  here;  that  it  was  the  best  and 
wisest  measure  our  Government  could  adopt.  Mr.  Madison 
for  President  will  get  all  that  is  a  Unanimous  Vote  from  this 
State. 

Accept  for  yourself  and  family  assurance  of  my  sincere 
regard  &  Esteem  J.  Winchester. 


Nathaniel  Macon  to  John  R.  Eaton. 

Washington  21  Jany  1809 

Sir 

The  letter  which  you  wrote  to  me  on  the  12 —  instant  has 
been  received;  The  request  contained  in  it  will  cheerfully 
be  attended  to;  There  is  no  vacant  office  of  the  grade  you 
mention  in  the  troops  authorized  to  be  raised  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress;  It  is  however  expected  that  an  additional 
number  may  be  authorized  before  Congress  adjourn;  If  so 
Capt.  Jones'  wish  shall  be  communicated  to  the  War  De- 
partment. ^ 

It  would  afford  me  great  pleasure,  could  I  inform  you 
what  would  be  the  final  result  of  the  deliberations  of  Congress 
on  our  foreign  relations,  but  it  is  impossible; 

I  am  with  great  respect 

Sir  yr.  most  obt.  Sert 

I^ATHL.  Macon. 
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James  Somervell  to  John  R.  Eaton. 

Speingfield,  Robertson  C.  Ten.  July  3.  1809 
My  deak  Str, 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  delivering  your  letter  to  Gen.  James 
Winchester  in  person  on  Saturday  morning  last  at  his  elegant 
seat  near  Gallatin.  I  am  much  pleased  with  the  style  of  my 
reception,  and  found  the  Genl.  very  much  disposed  to  be 
hospitable,  and  entirely  your  friend He  in- 
formed me  that  your  letter  required  at  that  time  no  answer ; 
and  after  breakfast  time  not  allowing  me  to  stay  any  longer,  he 
politely  rode  with  me  to  Gallatin.  The  land  to  which  Col. 
Eaton  has  the  best  claim  is  still  hung  up  in  court,  is  very 
valuable,  likely  to  be  decided  at  the  next  term,  and  doubtless 
in  the  Col's  Favour. — I  shall  begin  to  inspect  Dr.  B's  &  Dr. 
Y.'s  lands  to-day — (for  I  am  agent  for  both.)  Genl.  Johnson 
has  the  business  in  such  a  train  as  I  hope  will  give  me  less 
trouble  than  I  at  first  apprehended.  My  best  love  to  your 
family  and  my  mother,  and  would  write  her  again,  but  I  am 
so  irregular  in  my  movements  as  to  prevent  it.  I  shall  not 
write  to  her  again  probably  this  month  or  the  next, 

I  am  &c  James  Somervell 

Major  J.  E.  Eaton. 

I  cannot  tell  when  I  shall  go  to  ]^ashville,  or  when  I  shall 
see  Mr.  Goodloe.  When  I  do  I  will  write  you,  and  you  may 
rest  assured  I  will  consult  your  interest  more  than  my  ease. 

J.  S. 


James  Winchester  to  John  R.  Eaton. 

Ckagfont  8th  Augt  1809. 
Dear  Sir 

I  have  forebore  to  write  you  since  the  siting  of  our  last 
Federal  Court  at  Il^ashville  because  it  was  unpleasant  to  re- 
peat a  tale  that  I  knew  could  not  be  agreeable  to  you  every 
man  is  anxious  to  obtain  Justice  at  some  period  and  your 
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suit  has  been  so  often  continued  that  your  patience  must  be 
worn  to  the  quick  Its  however  due  to  your  council  for  me  to 
say  that  I  consented  to  the  last  continuance  for  reasons  to 
my  mind  conclusive,  tho  not  proper  to  be  wrote  at  this  time 
Captain  Cooke  has  no  doubt  communicated  them  to  you, 
Judge  Overton  has  reed  but  one  fee  yet  (to  Wit)  $25 — paid 
him  at  first  and  I  do  not  know  that  he  will  expect  any  more. 
Having  transfered  the  charge  of  the  Suit  to  Judge  White 
and  Stipulated  that  you  Should  pay  him  $50 — the  Amount 
of  the  additional  fee  he  required  if  he  had  conducted  the  Suit 
to  its  final  determination  himself.  I  therefore  suppose  he 
expects  no  more  But  you  know  the  disposition  of  Lavryers 
better  than  I  do  having  Studied  Law  yourself  (as  I  am  in- 
formed) 

Calculating  certainly  on  a  final  decission  next  term  and  a 
Just  one  too  I  have  inclosed  a  bill  of  my  disbursements  on 
your  account  including  $50  dollars  to  be  paid  to  Judge 
White.  If  you  can  conveniently  remit  the  balance  of 
$75.39l^  to  my  brother  William  Winchester  of  the  City  of 
Baltimore  it  will  oblige  me,  But  if  more  convenient  to  you 
to  send  it  here,  do  so,  its  not  material  to  me  at  which  place 
the  remittance  is  made. 

iNTo  price  for  produce  here  mony  of  course  extremely  scarce. 
The  late  British  orders  in  Council,  the  paper  blockade  of  the 
continant  of  Europe  has  all  the  effect  of  the  former  orders 
in  counsil  aided  by  our  own  Embargo  &  nonintercourse,  It 
it  to  be  lamented  that  the  tenth  Congress  had  not  had  more 
firmness  and  continued  the  Embargo  &c  and  with  the  Strong 
arm  of  Government  have  coerced  the  insurgents  in  l^ew  Eng- 
land to  obediance  It  would  have  given  a  character  of  stability 
to  Government  that  in  my  humble  opinion  would  not  have 
been  only  more  dignified  but  Substantially  useful  to  the 
nation. 
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Be  so  good  as  to  make  my  respects  to  your  father  &  to  your 
good  Lady  and  accept  for  your  self  the 

consideration  of  my  Sincere  regard  &  Esteem. 

J.  Winchester. 


Robert  Marion*  to  John  B.  Eaton. 

Washington  23d  April  1810 
Dear  Sir^ 

You  will  readily  forgive  my  seeming  neglect  in  not  sooner 
ackaowledging  your  favor  of  the  4th  March  when  I  inform 
you  that  it  did  [not]  reach  me  until  Friday  last.  It  is  a 
matter  of  gratefull  satisfaction  to  us  to  find  that  we  are  held 
in  kind  remembrance  by  you  &  Mrs.  Eaton.  I  wish  it  was 
in  our  power  to  pay  you  a  visit  on  our  return  home.  But  we 
shals  be  obliged  to  hurry  home  as  expeditiously  as  possible  in 
hopes  Mrs.  Marion  may  get  to  Charleston  in  time  to  see  her 
Sister,  who  is  in  ill  health  &  expects  to  sail  from  that  port 
in  the  latter  end  of  next  month  for  New  Port  for  the  recovery 
of  her  health.  They  have  not  seen  each  other  for  more  than 
2  years.  We  have  no  idea  of  going  this  Summer  to  the 
Springs  &  sincerely  hope  you  may  never  have  occasion  to  go 
there  again  in  search  of  health.  Congress  has  received  much 
censure  for  their  conduct  during  this  Session.  I  acknowledge 
there  has  been  shamefull  waste  of  time  in  the  dispatch  of  our 
business,  owing  to  the  rage  of  making  long  speeches.  I  am 
very  sorry  to  find  that  Mr.  Macon's  vote  on  Giles*  resolution 
has  been  misunderstood  by  many  well  meaning  men.  The 
Federal  Editors  did  not  publish  his  speeches  but  took  special 
care  to  publish  his  vote  &  the  speeches  of  the  Federal  Gentle- 
men.    Which  led  many  to  suppose  that  he  voted  against  the 

*  Robert  Marion  was  a  member  of  Congress  from  South  Carolina 
from  1805  to  1810. 

t  The  Giles'  resolution  was  one  introduced  in  1810  by  Senator  Wil- 
liam B.  Giles  of  Virginia  reprobating  the  conduct  of  Francis  J.  Jack- 
son, the  British  Minister,  and  coupling  with  the  censure  an  endorse- 
ment of  President  Madison's  action  in  regard  to  him. 
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motion  for  the  reasons  assigned  by  them.  ISTothing  could  be 
further  from  the  truth.  He  was  as  indignant  at  the  conduct 
of  Jackson  as  any  of  those  who  voted  for  the  resolution  &  he 
expressed  himself  at  length  to  that  effect.  But  as  he  had 
always  been  opposed  to  all  addresses  to  Presidents  &  to  all 
approbatory  resolutions  of  their  conduct ;  to  be  consistent  with 
his  uniform  conduct  heretofore  he  was  compelled  to  vote  as 
he  did.  You  very  justly  observe  that  France  &  England  from 
their  superior  power  are  able  to  keep  us  in  the  back  ground. 
Neither  is  it  in  our  power  to  prevent  them  by  the  use  of  force. 
To  enter  into  the  European  war  at  this  time  on  either  side 
would  in  my  opinion  be  bad  policy.  The  State  of  Europe 
differs  so  much  from  any  former  period  that  we  can  draw 
no  lessons  from  history  to  guide  us  in  our  present  course. 

Mrs.  Marion  desires  her  love  to  Mrs.  Eaton  &  yourself,  in 
which  I  unite  &  request  that  you  will  tell  the  children  how 
^du'  for  us. 

I  am  with  sincere  regard  &  respect  yours — 

RoBT  Marion 
John  E.  Eaton  Esq; 


Benjamin  Williams*  to  John  B.  Eaton. 

Moore  County 
Retreat  8th  Jany.  1812 
My  dear  Major, 

Your  highly  pleasing  letter  of  the  20th  Oct.  was  duly  reced. 
and  brought  to  my  remembrance  how  dear  you  are  and  ever 
have  been  to  me,  long  since  reply  would  have  been  made  but 

*  Benjamin  Williams  was  born  in  North  Carolina  in  1754.  He 
reached  the  rank  of  colonel  in  the  Revolution,  and  in  1793  was  a 
member  of  Congress.  In  1799  he  succeeded  William  R.  Davie  as 
governor  and  served  till  1802.  In  1807  he  again  was  chosen  and 
served  one  term.  At  the  close  of  his  term  as  governor  he  served  one 
year  as  State  Senator.  He  died  in  1814.  He  was  a  resident  of  Moore 
county,  where  he  was  a  most  successful  farmer.  He  was  a  man  of 
small  pretensions  and  only  moderate  ability,  but  of  a  most  elevated 
character. 
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allways  without  anything  interesting  to  communicate,  well 
knowing  that  my  silence  would  not  be  imputed  to  forgetful- 
ness  of  you  or  yours ;  am  still  without  anything  worth  telling 
you  but  Mr.  Morven  is  starting  to  your  ISTeighborhood  and  I 
cannot  forego  so  favorable  an  opportunity  jof  renewing  to  you 
my  affections. — Yes  Mon^en  leaves  me  this  moment  in  persuit 
of  better  Business  than  what  he  has  had  with  me  these  many 
years;  I  wish  him  most  sincerely  success  &  hope  he  may  not 
be  mistaken;  I  shall  ever  do  him  the  justice  to  say  he  is  the 
cleverest  man  in  all  the  Business  in  which  I  have  employed 
him  that  I  have  ever  met:  the  last  years  crop  has  proven  to 
me  what  I  often  observed  to  him,  that  no  one  Man  could 
superintend  to  best  advantage  the  number  of  Hands  he  had 
the  care  of,  in  our  sort  of  croping  Cotton,  Corn  &c.&c.  but  he 
was  of  a  different  opinion;  I  say  it  is  proved  to  me  because 
with  14  prime  Hands  less  than  the  year  before,  together  with 
being  under  the  disadvantage  of  moving  to  my  Mills,  march- 
ing &  countermarching,  we  have  made  more  Crop,  having 
now  all  complete  &  could  have  been  by  this  time  at  Market 
with  such  as  is  sold  commonly  upwards  of  20,000  lbs  clean 
baled  Cotton,  550  bushells  Wheat  800  barrells  Com  &  about 
1000  bushls.  Oats. — I  am  here  alone  except  my  Son  endeavor- 
ing to  put  under  way  a  ISTew  Overseer  who  I  believe  will  do 
the  best  he  can,  but  he  is  ignorant  and  destitute  of  any  Edu- 
cation— I  have  been  here  these  ten  days  when  I  left  Town 
flour.  Wheat  &  flaxseed  were  the  only  Articles  that  could  be 
sold,  Tobo.  &  Cotton  blowed  [  ?]  on  at  $.2  per  Cwt.  &  8  Cents, 
but  a  Day  or  two  ago  I  reed,  a  Letter  from  my  Merchant  at 
Wilmington  who  says  by  last  Mail  he  reed.  Letters  from 
Liverpool  Cotton  had  taken  a  considerable  rise  there ;  in  con- 
sequence of  this  information  that  article  at  Fayette  started 
to  10  cents  and  brisk,  but  nothing  favorable  of  Tobo.  before 
I  left  Town  had  sent  to  Wilmington  upwards  of  300,000  feet 
Boards  for  which  my  Merchant  expected  from  $12  to  13  per 
M.  I  have  now  ready  upwards  of  100,000  which  as  soon  as 
the  water  rises  in  Cape  Fear  shall  send  down  &  continue  so 
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to  do  with  good  luck  every  Month  that  quantity — Well  what 
shall  I  tell  you  next,  nothing  but  what  concerns  myself  which 
cannot  be  amusing  to  any  other  person,  I  had  almost  deter- 
mined to  quit  making  Cotton  but  if  12  Cents  can  be  had  I 
shall  persue  it  tho'  on  a  smaller  scale  than  usual;  Wheat  I 
could  make  to  advantage  but  I  expect  in  future  that  Article 
will  be  low  &  indeed  know  not  what  will  be  best;  with  you 
Hemp  I  have  hopes  will  continue  a  great  Article,  but  here 
much  of  our  Lands  are  not  adapted  to  its  growth. — I  believe 
I  have  the  best  3  year  old  Colt  ever  bred  in  K.C.  he  came  out 
of  old  Willie  Jones'  Diomed  mare  by  Phoenix,  tho  in  bad 
condition,  at  Salisbury  in  October  under  the  management  of 
Hogan  (to  whom  I  had  lent  him  with  a  view  of  selling,  for 
I  have  nothing  to  do  with  racing)  he  beat  with  ease  3  other 
capital  Naggs  (tho  he  did  not  win  the  purse)  among  whom 
was  Allen  Davies  famous  Diomed  he  gave  Brodnax  $1000 
for  at  1  year  old.  have  allso  a  last  Springs  colt  out  of  the 
Dam  of  the  famous  quarter  Horse  Beast,  by  Dake  John- 
stons Gray  he  is  prodigious  likely,  &  my  Filly  by  Janus  are 
all  the  fine  Naggs  I  have  except  my  old  Mare  &  I  wish  I  was 
clear  of  all  those  except  the  Filly;  I  will  desist  troubling 
you  farther  with  such  uninteresting  stuff  &  come  to  a  Subject 
all  important  to  the  rising  Youth  of  our  Country  that  is  the 
new  Method  of  Education  now  taught  by  Neeff  near  Phila. 
it  is  natures  school  &  will  I  am  persuaded  in  another  year 
establish  itself  in  the  good  opinion  of  all ;  to  enter  into  the 
merits  of  Neeff's  method  of  Education  would  exceed  the 
limits  of  a  Letter  &  take  more  time  than  is  at  present  in  my 
power  to  devote,  I  should  have  no  doubt  you  had  read  his 
book  on  the  Subject,  as  well  as  many  publications  in  the 
Aurora  of  Phila.  in  its  favor,  but  I  fear  you,  like  too  many 
Classical  Gentlemen  have  scouted  the  Idea  of  the  probability 
or  possibility  of  Education  being  had  but  in  the  Old  School 
with  all  its  Tramels  of  Despotism  &  drudgery,  so  that  you 
have  not  allowed  yourself  to  read  anything  advanced  as  a 
new  plan — let  it  suSice  for  me  to  tell  you  that  for  information 
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I  can  rely  on  Bojs  in  l^eeff's  School  not  exceeding  9  years 
&  not  at  School  more  than  25  Months  (for  that  is  the  length 
of  time  the  school  has  been  in  operation)  &  who  have  not  ar- 
rived at  having  had  a  Book  of  any  kind  put  in  their  hands 
&  of  course  not  having  learned  the  Alphabet,  are  able  allmost 
in  as  short  a  time  as  the  Question  can  be  stated,  to  answer  the 
most  Abstruse  &  difficult  questions  in  Arithmetic  &  his  method 
of  teaching  French,  English,  Latin  &  Greek  is  not  less  ad- 
mired than  that  of  Arithmetic  by  all  who  have  attended  his 
Examinations; — you  may  be  assured  my  friend  this  is  no 
wild  Chimera  of  mine  I  have  been  for  some  time  endeavoring 
to  obtain  information  in  regard  to  Neeff's  Method  of  Educa- 
tion, I  have  it  from  various  sources,  but  last  of  all  by  Letter 
from  Duane  Editor  of  Aurora  which  has  determined  me  in 
March  next  to  send  William  to  ISTeeff  tho'  with  some  diffi- 
culty I  have  prevailed  on  him  to  receive  him,  his  rule  being 
to  take  Boys  only  from  6  to  8  years  of  age  &  has  great  objec- 
tion to  such  as  have  ever  been  to  School,  aledging  that  the 
intervening  Time  is  totally  lost,  that  it  will  take  him  infinitely 
more  pains  &  trouble  to  eradicate  the  erroneous  forms  com- 
monly adopted  in  our  Schools  "than  to  teach  the  young  Idea 
how  to  shoot"  William  has  made  considerable  progress  in 
Latin  is  doing  as  well  as  others  in  the  same  School,  you  may 
be  assured  I  am  in  earnest  to  send  him  to  Neeff  or  I  would 
not  now  at  the  commencement  of  the  new  year  suffer  him  to 
be  away,  but  am  endeavoring  to  learn  him  to  forget  what  he 
has  learned  at  School  to  prepare  him  to  meet  Mr.  Neeff's 
favorable  reception.  It  requires  6  years  with  Neeff  to  com- 
plete an  Education  what  a  grand  Idea  that  a  Boy  at  12  years 
old  a  great  Scholar  &  obtained  in  that  way  as  never  to  be 
effaced  or  forgotten  unlike  the  learning  of  the  Old  School  is, 
for  I  have  rarely  seen  a  Man  from  College  three  or  four  years 
with  his  Diploma  in  his  pocket  who  had  not  forgotten  his 
Greek  &  Latin. 

I  left  your  Cousin  at  Fayette  in  better  health  than  usual 
that  place  will  be  our  residence  till  June  indeed  it  will  be 
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fortunate  for  her  to  be  amidst  agreeable  Company  for  I  fear 
she  will  not  be  able  to  stand  with  fortitude  the  sending  Wil- 
liam away.  William  is  at  my  Elbow  &  desires  me  to  re- 
member him  to  yourself  Mrs.  Eaton  &  all  his  little  Cousins 
&  says  he  hopes  you  will  send  some  of  them  to  bear  him  com- 
pany at  Neeff's — Present  me  affectionately  to  your  Father 
your  Lady  &  the  Children  &  believe  me  my  dear  friend 
yours  truly  B.  Williams. 


James  Winchester  to  John  R.  Eaton. 

Ceagfont  6th  July  1815 
Deae  Sie 

I  had  not  until  yesterday  the  pleasure  to  receive  your  letter 
from  Granville  imder  date  of  the  21st  April  last  it  came  by 
mail;  postmarked  the  1st  instant  at  Murfreesboro.  I  fear 
this  long  delay  will  inr.line  you  to  believe  that  I  have  been 
capable  of  neglect 

Growers  of  Tobacco  even  here  has  taken  a  proud  stand 
among  other  cultivators  of  the  Earth;  Seven  and  Eight  dol- 
lars per  cwt.  has  been  received  for  it  on  the  banks  of  Cumber- 
land If  this  price  could  continue  our  planters  would  soon 
be  in  affluent  circumstances — Taxes  here  are  yielded  to  and 
paid  without  a  murmur  and  confidence  in  the  President  in- 
creased a  rare  circumstance  under  the  pressure  of  heavy 
taxes,  which  strongly  marks  the  patriotism  of  the  people. 

Your  suit  with  Searcy  is  still  undetermined;  during  my 
absence  in  Canada;  he  got  possession  of  the  plantation  by 
tampering  with  the  tenant  just  at  the  expiration  of  a  lease 
and  leting  him  have  it  for  little  or  nothing ;  I  have  since  got 
possession  of  it  for  you  in  the  same  way,  the  consequence 
however  is  that  little  rent  is  to  bo  paid 

I  think  that  in  the  year  1811  I  informed  [you]  that  J 
Mitchell  was  to  be  an  important  witness  for  Searsey  If  his 
testimony  cannot  be  invalidated  it  will  probably  render  the 
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issue  of  this  suit  doubtful ;  little  business  of  a  litigated  nature 
has  been  done  in  the  courts  here  during  the  week 

The  end  of  the  18th  and  commencement  of  the  19th  cen- 
tury has  been  pregnant  with  great  events  and  Bonapartes 
re-assension  of  the  throne  of  France  without  the  firing  of  a 
gun  is  not  amongst  least  least  Is  it  probable  that  the  Poten- 
tates of  Europe  will  again  unite  and  say  France  shall  not 
have  a  monarch  of  its  own  choosing  I  think  not 

N^ow  peace  is  restored  to  our  beloved  country  it  will  be  well 
to  turn  your  attention  to  females  as  the  most  prolific  source 
of  population  when  fulfilling  the  Holy  command  Multiply 
and  replenish  the  earth.  We  have  six  daughters  and  four 
sons  and  have  ceased  to  increase — 

Mrs  Winchester  joins  me  in  asking  you  to  make  our  re- 
spects to  Mrs.  Eaton,  and  you  will  add  to  this  favour  by 
making  my  respects  acceptable  to  my  esteemed  friends  your 
Father  and  Major  Will  Smith 

With  a  tender  of  services  I  conclude  very  respectfully 

Dear  Sir 

Your  most  obt  Servant, 

J.  Winchester. 
Col.  John  Rust  Eaton 
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